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INTRODUCTION	

	
We	are	excited	to	have	you	participate	in	the	3rd	annual	Paris	World	Health	Organization	Simulation!	This	
delegate	handbook	has	been	 compiled	 to	assist	 you	 in	 all	 of	 your	preparation	 steps	 for	 this	 incredible	
opportunity.	It	gives	an	overview	of	what	you	can	do	to	feel	more	at	ease	and	how	the	conference	itself	is	
run.	All	of	the	major	points	that	you	need	to	know	about	the	conference	will	be	found	here.	
	
	
THE	BASICS	

	
Venue:	
ParisWHO	will	be	held	at	two	prestigious	schools	in	Paris:	Sciences	Po	and	EHESP,	to	simulate	the	highest	
level	of	decision	making	in	global	health.	We	expect	delegates	to	respect	their	environment,	and	follow	
conference	rules	and	procedures.	
	
Friday,	November	16	and	Saturday,	
November	17:	
Sciences	Po	-	Ecole	d'Affaires	Publiques	
27	Rue	Saint-Guillaume	
75007,	Paris	
(Line	12,	stop	Rue	du	Bac)	

Sunday,	November	18:	
EHESP,	French	School	of	Public	Health		
Maison	des	Sciences	de	l’Homme	(Paris	
Nord)		
20	Avenue	George	Sand	
93210,	Saint	Denis	
(Line	12,	stop	Front	Populaire)	

	
Dress	code:		
The	dress	code	of	ParisWHO	is	business	formal.	Come	dressed	to	impress!		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Technology:		
Delegates	 are	 expected	 to	 bring	 their	 laptops,	 tablets,	 or	 other	 small	 devices	 that	 can	 support	
accessibility	to	various	materials	during	the	event.		
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Delegates	 are	 not	 permitted	 to	 use	 mobile	 phones	 for	 any	 activity	 other	 than	 participation	 in	 the	
conference	 within	 the	 regional	 blocs	 and	 plenary.	 In	 order	 to	 maximize	 participation	 during	 this	
simulation,	we	expect	you	to	adhere	to	this	rule.		
	
Note:	Bring	chargers	and	connecting	cables!	Here	are	some	examples	of	the	France	adapter-plug.	Make	
sure	to	check	whether	your	plug	is	compatible	with	the	French	voltage	and	power	sources.		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Catering:		
We	 propose	 different	 options	 that	 should	 be	 able	 to	 accommodate	 all	 food	 restrictions	 and	 choices.	
Should	 you	 have	 any	 problem	 with	 our	 menu,	 don’t	 hesitate	 to	 get	 in	 touch	 with	 one	 of	 our	 staff	
members	or	volunteers.	Here	are	the	meals	that	shall	be	provided	during	the	conference:	
	
	
	
	
	

Breakfast:		Saturday	and	Sunday	
Lunch:	Saturday	and	Sunday	

	
	
	
Social	Media:		
We	will	be	using	the	following	social	media	platforms	during	the	conference:		
Facebook:	https://www.facebook.com/parisWHOSim/	
Instagram:	https://www.instagram.com/pariswhosim/	
Twitter:	https://twitter.com/parisWHOSim/	
	
Delegates	 can	 follow	 these	 social	 media	 accounts,	 and	 use	 the	 hash	 tags	 #ParisWHO2018	 and	
#ParisWHO.	Don’t	forget	to	give	us	a	shout-out	on	social	media!	Feel	free	to	quote	ParisWHO	organizers,	
speakers	and	delegates	on	social	media.	We	will	share	it	on	our	own	pages	during	the	conference.		
	
We	encourage	 all	 delegates	 to	 establish	 and	become	 familiar	with	 a	 Twitter	 account	 before	 attending	
ParisWHO.	Twitter	will	be	a	vital	source	for	delegate	communication	and	conference	updates,	including	
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regional	bloc	and	plenary	proceedings,	announcement	of	alliances,	media	press	releases	and	interviews	
and	is	an	important	resource	for	connecting	with	international	organizations	beyond	ParisWHO.	
Adapted	from:	SheffWHO	Simulation	Handbook.	
	

If	delegates	need	any	other	assistance	before	or	during	the	conference,	they	can	contact	us	at	
pariswho2018@gmail.com.	

	
Key	things	to	remember	

Adapted	from:	SheffWHO	Simulation	Handbook.	
	
1.	Come	prepared!		
We	have	provided	a	Theme	Guide	 to	help	you	get	 familiar	with	 the	 conference	 theme:	Environmental	
Health.	It	has	been	divided	in	three	subsections:	Air	Safety,	Water	Sanitation	and	Food	Security.	However,	
we	expect	you	 to	provide	country-specific	 information	 through	 the	creation	of	 the	Position	Paper.	You	
can	scroll	to	page	4	to	get	an	idea	of	what	type	of	research	you	can	do	for	this	document.		
	
Access	the	Theme	Guide	via:	
https://pariswhosim.files.wordpress.com/2018/11/theme-guide-2018.pdf	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
2.	Public	Speaking		
You	do	not	need	any	previous	public	speaking	or	debate	experience	to	be	able	to	successfully	participate	
in	this	conference.	Through	the	delegate	training	session	and	support	through	the	Dias	Staff,	you	will	be	
able	 to	 frame	 and	 present	 your	 arguments	with	 no	 problems.	 Remember	 to	 base	 your	 arguments	 on	
points	 from	your	Position	Paper,	 as	 this	will	 help	 you	 stay	on	 topic	 and	 remain	 accurate	 to	 your	 roles	
values,	 beliefs,	 and	 socioeconomic	 and	political	 situations.	 Your	 solutions	 to	 the	 issue	on	hand	will	 be	
based	on	the	context	of	your	country’s	policy,	or	NGO/Company’s	values.		
	
3.	Alliances	
Forming	alliances	is	an	ideal	way	to	ensure	that	the	context	of	your	country’s	policy	or	NGO/Company’s	
values	is	being	understood	and	viable	solutions	are	being	created	with	multiple	stakeholders	-	a	goal	of	
global	health	diplomacy.	
	
4.	Writing	
The	end	goal	for	this	simulation	is	to	pass	resolutions.	Alliances	come	in	handy	for	this	step,	as	 it	helps	
find	common	ground	and	increase	the	number	of	votes	for	resolutions.	Each	regional	bloc	will	begin	with	
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the	most	pressing	relevant	issue	(e.g.	motion	for	a	moderated	caucus	to	discuss	this	issue	and	come	up	
with	potential	solutions)	and	shall	organize	the	proposed	solutions	into	clauses.		
	
5.	Debating	
After	the	draft	resolutions	are	circulated,	delegates	defend	their	resolution	and	convince	their	peers	to	
pass	it	at	plenary.	It	is	more	likely	to	be	passed	if	you	point	out	the	strengths	in	your	resolution,	and	find	
weaknesses	in	opposing	resolutions.	A	good	method	to	do	this	is	through	unmoderated	caucuses,	as	you	
will	 have	 the	 chance	 to	 approach	 delegates	 and	 ask	 for	 their	 opinion	 on	 your	 resolution,	 and	 adjust	
accordingly.	It	is	all	about	compromise,	this	might	mean	proposing	and	accepting	amendments,	so	long	as	
they	don’t	contradict	the	original	intent	of	your	resolution	or	alienate	your	alliances.	
	
	
	
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Different	roles	in	the	conference:	

Adapted	from:	SheffWHO	Simulation	Handbook.	
	
Member	State	Representatives		

• Represent	your	country’s	interest	throughout	the	simulation,	accurate	to	current	policies,	as	well	
as	socioeconomic	and	political	statuses.	

• Form	alliances	with	other	Member	States	and	write	collaborative	resolution	papers.	
• Negotiate	with	Non-Governmental	Organizations	(NGOs)	to	obtain	stamps	of	approval	to	gain	

more	attention	for	the	resolution	paper.	
• Collaborate	with	pharmaceutical	companies	in	order	to	receive	funding	and	stamps	of	approval	to	

further	implement	decisions	within	your	resolution	paper.	
• Debate	and	defend	specific	global	health	issues	in	debate,	so	that	your	resolution	paper	is	

adopted.	
	
Non-Governmental	Organization	Representatives	(NGOs)	

• Represent	your	organization’s	interest	throughout	the	simulation,	and	work	with	Member	States	
to	approve	draft	resolutions.	

• Allow	engagement	by	Media	Representative	to	help	promote,	discourage	or	discuss	resolutions.	
• Create	potential	partnerships	with	regional	blocs,	providing	a	maximum	of	three	stamps	of	

approval.	
• Negotiate	with	Member	States	to	create	policies	that	support	your	organization’s	goals	in	their	

draft	resolution.	
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Pharmaceutical	Representatives	
• Collaborate	with	Member	States	to	provide	a	maximum	of	two	stamps	of	approval,	all	while	

supporting	your	company’s	interests.		
• Influence	draft	resolutions	to	represent	your	objectives.	
• Leverage	policies	to	protect	your	interests.		

	
Media	Representatives	

• Report	the	events	throughout	the	simulation	and	shape	delegates	global	awareness	on	the	
current	environment	issues.	

• Move	between	different	regional	blocs	and	use	diverse	modes	of	communication.	
• Interview	delegates	about	different	issues	and	recent	developments.		
• Possibly	plant	news	stories	and	create	rumors.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
 
	
	
	
	

	
	

Preparing	your	Position	Paper	

Adapted	from:	SheffWHO	Simulation	Handbook.	
	
Delegates	are	 required	 to	prepare	a	Position	Paper.	A	position	paper	provides	context	 for	a	delegates’	
country’s	policy	or	NGO/Company	values.	It	serves	as	a	reminder	for	individual	delegates	of	their	views	
regarding	topics	of	discussion	throughout	ParisWHO	and	a	source	of	information	for	each	delegation.	
	
Position	 papers	 should	 be	 concise	 and	 address	 the	 conference	 theme,	 establish	 recommendations	 for	
sub-themes	and	points	of	discussion	before	debating	in	regional	blocs.	
	
For	delegates	representing	countries,	your	position	paper	must	include:		

• How	your	country’s	healthcare	system	is	organized		
• How	this,	in	turn,	impacts	the	delivery	of	healthcare,	health	promotion,	and	achieving	healthier	

policies;	in	short,	your	population’s	health		
• Key	issues	your	country	faces	(i.e.	drought,	epidemics,	armed	conflict,	etc.)		
• Political	and	cultural	factors	affecting	the	research	or	implementation	of	specific	health	

innovations	(i.e.	limited	national	funding	for	health	research,	a	cultural	preference	for	traditional	
healers	and	medicines,	political	partnerships,	or	lack	thereof	impacting	access	to	health	
innovations)		

What	does	the	Dias	Staff	do?	

	
The	Dias	consists	of	the	Chair	and	the	Vice-Chairs.	These	are	the	people	seated	at	the	front	
of	 the	 room	 in	 the	 regional	blocs	and	plenary.	They	have	been	 invited	by	us	 to	 take	 on	
these	roles	due	to	their	experience	and	expertise,	and	their	role	is	to	moderate	debates	in	
plenary	 sessions.	 In	addition,	 they	keep	 time	and	enforce	proceedings	 in	terms	of	 rules,	
motions	and	points.	They	also	approve	and	format	draft	resolutions.		
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• If	your	country’s	policies,	healthcare	and	government	is	strongly	influenced	and	financed	by	
international	organizations	and/or	sponsors,	(i.e.	The	Bill	and	Melinda	Gates	Foundation,	USAID,	
etc.)	please	indicate	how	this	impacts	your	country’s	stand	on	environmental	health	issues	

• What	is	your	country’s	current	stand	on	environmental	health?		
• Do	they	support	environmental	health	issues,	do	they	doubt	them,	or	are	they	indifferent?		

o Are	they	relying	on	innovations	developed	by	other	countries?		
o Are	new	changes	to	their	health	care	system	and	policies	being	directed	by	internal	or	

external	direction?		
o Who	monitors	and	moderates	the	country’s	health	care?		

	
Finally,	 the	 position	 paper	must	 explain	 how	 your	 country	 is	 trying	 to	 challenge	 environmental	 health	
issues	 and	 create	 sustainable	 development.	 This	 includes	 legislation,	 resolutions,	 treaties	 and	
amendments	 that	 have	 been	 passed,	 but	 also	 national	 and	 local	 support	 for	 specific	 environmental	
health	 issues.	 Delegates	 must	 also	 propose	 possible	 solutions	 and	 outline	 steps	 to	 integrate	
environmental	 health	 issues	 into	 their	 country/organization’s	 agenda,	 given	 the	 country’s	 political,	
economic	 and	 cultural	 background.	 This	 should	 also	 be	 linked	 back	 to	 the	 country’s	 key	 health	
inequalities	and	how	or	whether	these	issues	can	help	create	a	shift	towards	sustainable	development,	
and	its	impact	on	global	public	health	and	international	cooperation.	
	
Online,	you	can	begin	researching	your	country	position	papers	by	exploring	the	WHO	country	report	for	
your	nation,	as	well	as	your	ministry	of	health’s	website.	The	discussions	mentioned	above	also	apply	to	
NGOs,	private	corporations,	and	media	representatives,	in	that	you	will	be	presenting	your	organization’s	
perspective	on	health	innovations.	
	
For	delegates	representing	NGOs	or	pharmaceuticals:		
	
NGOs:	Visit	your	NGO’s	website	and	stay	updated	on	their	current	missions.	Your	position	paper	should	
summarize	your	NGO’s	history,	goals,	past	&	current	areas	of	involvement,	countries	you	are	allied	with,	
the	 influence	of	your	organization’s	viewpoints	 in	shaping	global	decisions	and	the	 impact	you	hope	to	
bring	to	this	conference.	
	
Pharmaceuticals:	Visit	your	company’s	website.	Know	which	global	health	aid	and	research	projects	your	
pharmaceutical	 company	 is	 currently	 involved	 in.	 Your	position	paper	 should	 include	 a	brief	 history	of	
your	 company,	 goals	 &	 objectives,	 current	 &	 past	 involvement	 in	 global	 health	 matters,	 countries	 &	
organizations	you’re	collaborating	with,	the	influence	of	your	organization’s	viewpoints	in	shaping	global	
decisions	and	the	impact	you	hope	to	bring	to	this	conference.	
	
For	delegates	acting	as	media	personnel,	your	goal	is	to:		

• Explain	your	company’s	political	take	on	issues	(i.e.	are	they	presenting	left,	centre	or	right	views),	
and	their	political	affiliations		

• Who	is	your	company’s	target	population	(i.e.	youth,	university	graduates,	business	people,	etc.)?		
• What	is	your	company’s	main	outlet	for	reporting	(i.e.	radio,	t.v.,	and/or	print)?		
• Does	your	company	cover	many	health-related	stories?		

o Is	it	a	key	segment	of	their	reporting,	or	a	minor	segment?		
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o Do	they	focus	on	national	or	international	reporting,	or	both?		
o Do	they	focus	on	particular	international	regions	of	the	world?	Why?		

• Is	your	company	more	inclined	to	cause	fear	and	panic	in	light	of	environmental	health	issues?		
• How	does	your	company	research	their	health	reports?		

o Do	they	seek	health	care	provider’s	opinions?	Do	they	focus	on	faith-based	opinions?	Do	
they	look	to	policy	makers?	Do	they	seek	public	opinion	through	polls?		

• How	supportive	or	critical	have	they	been	about	the	WHO	in	the	past?	Are	they	a	perceived	
peddler	of	“fake	news”?	

• Given	all	this	information,	how	do	you	imagine	your	company	will	cover	the	proceedings	at	
ParisWHO	2018?	

	
Bonus:	You	may	wish	to	leave	a	link	to	a	YouTube	or	other	media	channel	in	your	statement,	if	you	want	
to	have	your	statement	in	a	video/audio	clip	that	is	accessible	to	other	delegates	and	to	explore	your	
creativity.		
Adapted	from:	MonWHO.		
	
Advice	on	preparing	a	Position	Paper	can	also	be	found	on	the	website	Best	Delegate:	
http://bestdelegate.com/a-formula-for-the-perfect-position-paper-solution-oriented-research/	
	
You	may	also	find	it	useful	to	bring	a	Research	Binder	to	the	conference,	which	can	be	adapted	to	include	
United	Nations	and	WHO	Factsheets	for	the	Member	State	or	organization	you	will	represent.	You	may	
also	consider	any	existing	resolutions	surrounding	the	conference	theme	of	“Environmental	Health”	that	
apply	to	your	Member	State	or	organization	and	a	summary	of	its	work	with	other	countries,	NGOs	and	
other	non-state	actors.	http://bestdelegate.com/mun-research-made-easy-15-things-every-delegate-
should-have-intheir-research-binder/		
Adapted	from:	LonWHO.	
	
Please	take	note	that	in	consideration	of	your	preparation	and	submission	of	your	position	paper,	a	Best	
Position	Paper	prize	will	be	awarded	to	a	delegate.	This	prize	recognises	your	hard	work	and	reflection	of	
how	closely	your	paper	is	aligned	to	your	delegate	role.	
	
In	terms	of	formatting,	please	use:		

• Times	New	Roman	font	size	12		
• Write	a	1-2	page	typed	position	paper		
• Use	1.15	spacing	between	lines		
• Use	standard	sized	paper	(8.5”	x	11”)		
• Use	APA	style	to	cite	and	reference	your	sources		

o Your	bibliography	is	NOT	included	in	the	1-2	page	limit	for	your	position	paper,	and	can	be	
indicated	on	a	separate	page.		

• Write	your	name	and	your	delegate	role	in	the	header	of	each	page		
• Indicate	page	numbers	in	the	bottom	right	corner	of	each	page		
• Submit	your	papers	as	a	PDF	document	
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Regional	Blocs		

	
The	WHO	Member	 States	 are	 grouped	 into	 six	 different	 regions:	African	Region	 (AFRO),	Region	of	 the	
Americas	 (AMRO),	 South-East	 Asia	 Region	 (SEARO),	 European	 Region	 (EURO),	 Eastern	 Mediterranean	
Region	 (EMRO),	 and	Western	 Pacific	 Region	 (WPRO).	 The	 Regional	 Bloc	 sessions	 during	 ParisWHO	are	
divided	 this	 way	 as	 well.	 Member	 states	 are	 to	 stay	 within	 their	 Regional	 Blocs	 at	 all	 times.	 Any	
communication	 to	 other	 countries	 outside	 of	 their	 Regional	 Bloc	will	 be	 done	 through	 the	 Page.	Only	
non-state	actors/non-governmental	actors	 (NGOs,	pharmaceuticals,	media)	can	move	between	regions,	
so	that	they	can	negotiate	on	how	to	allocate	their	stamps	of	approval	towards	draft	resolutions.	Take	a	
look	at	this	map	below	to	see	how	they	are	split	up:	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	
	
	

	

	

Plenary	session	

 
On	the	last	day	of	the	ParisWHO	conference,	we	will	hold	a	plenary	session,	which	is	the	final	decision-
making	body	for	delegates	with	voting	rights.	Delegates	get	a	chance	to	discuss	the	outcomes	from	the	
Regional	Blocs	and	share	Draft	Resolutions	to	the	Assembly	to	be	presented,	debated,	and	voted	on.	Any	
Draft	Resolutions	that	are	approved	at	plenary	will	then	become	Final	Resolutions.		
	
Remember	that	this	session	is	not	held	at	Sciences	Po.	It	is	held	at	EHESP,	School	of	Public	Health.		
	
At	the	end	of	the	conference,	delegates	will	be	given	their	certificate	of	participation.	There	will	also	be	
awards	 for	 best	 delegates	 per	 region.	 These	 awards	 will	 take	 into	 account	 personal	 preparation,	
engagement,	policy	writing,	diplomacy,	presentation	skills	and	staying	true	to	your	assigned	role.	Other	
awards	will	be	presented	during	the	conference.		
	
	

	

	

	

	

	

Image retrieved from: 
http://www.who.int/about/reg
ions/en/ 
	



	

	 10	

Rights	of	Member	States	and	Non-Actors	

 
 

 
1.	Member	States	
This	category	of	delegates	is	WHO	Member	State	Representatives	for	the	various	countries	attending	the	
World	Health	Assembly.	Member	State	Representatives	are	the	only	delegates	that	can	draft	resolutions	
and	have	voting	rights	during	the	event.	They	also	will	be	working	with	fellow	delegates	from	countries	in	
their	 same	 regional	 bloc	 (please	 refer	 to	 regional	 bloc	 map	 above),	 sharing	 information,	 discussing,	
creating	alliances	 (within	and	between	regional	blocs)	and	drafting	working	papers	&	resolutions.	They	
are	also	expected	to	engage	with	the	Non-State	Actors	as	the	need	their	stamps	of	approval	to	get	their	
draft	resolutions	to	the	plenary.	
	
2.	Non-State	Actors	
Non-State	Actors	include	NGOs	and	Pharmaceutical	delegates	representing	the	interests	of	their	various	
organizations	 &	 companies	 at	 the	World	 Health	 Assembly.	 They	 do	 not	 have	 voting	 rights	 during	 the	
event	 but	 are	 expected	 to	 lobby	 for	 their	 respective	 organization’s	 values	 to	 influence	 the	 draft	
resolutions	 being	 created	 by	Member	 State	 representatives.	 They	 accomplish	 this	 by	 leveraging	 their	
ability	 to	offer	a	 limited	number	of	 stamps	of	approval	on	draft	 resolutions	 that	 they	would	choose	 to	
sponsor.	Non-State	Actors	will	also	be	given	a	platform	(please	refer	to	Non-State	Actor	hour)	to	air	their	
views,	opinions	and	expectations	from	WHO	Member	States.	
	
3.	Media	
Media	 Representatives	 are	 expected	 to	 engage	Member	 States	 and	 other	 Non-State	 Actors	 to	 shape	
stories	and	commentary	around	the	simulation.	You	do	not	have	voting	rights	during	the	event,	but	you	
are	 allowed	 to	 navigate	 between	 regional	 blocs	 and	 use	 your	 creativity	 and	 ingenuity	 to	 shape	 the	
reporting	of	session	proceedings.	You	also	will	play	a	key	role	in	Non-State	Actors	and	Press	Conferences	
(see	above).	
	
**You	 may	 wish	 to	 check	 out	 what	 other	 Media	 delegates	 have	 done	 at	 other	 WHO	 Simulations.	
Again...these	links	are	just	for	guidance.	Just	do	your	best	to	act	in	your	Media	Role.		
	
LonWHO	2017:	https://twitter.com/ChuckHammerFNC/status/921678501912240129	(Fox	News)	/	
https://twitter.com/AlJazeeraLonWHO	(Al	Jazeera)		
MONWHO	Media:	https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Ok5Rk6Hy_o		
ParisWHO	2015:	https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWGNTGS6GLF6ZeUZqT6AfoQ	
	
	

	

	

	

We	would	like	to	express	our	gratitude	to	the	SheffWHO	team	for	allowing	us	to	use	their	material	from	their	Simulation	
Handbook	(Rights	of	Member	States	and	Non-Actors,	Rules	of	Procedure/Conduct	Of	Proceedings,	Articles	(Documents)	

Used	in	Sessions,	and	Voting).	Thank	you	for	all	of	your	hard	work.	



	

	 11	

Rules	of	Procedure/Conduct	of	Proceedings	

 
Rules	 of	 procedure	 help	 to	maintain	 order	 and	 enable	 debate	 to	 flow	 efficiently.	We	 understand	 that	
delegates	attending	this	event	have	varying	levels	of	experience	of	debating,	health	policy	and	diplomacy	
and	may/may	not	have	participated	in	other	MUN	or	WHO	simulations.	However,	we	advise	you	to	take	
note	of	 the	rules	of	procedure	 is	 this	handbook,	 to	support	your	participation	 in	 this	simulation.	There	
will	be	many	opportunities	to	get	support	in	how	to	engage	in	this	simulation	from	your	training	sessions	
to	engaging	with	our	conference	Chairs.		
	

Please,	ALWAYS	carry	your	placard,	as	it	identifies	your	delegate	role	and	is	utilized	to	facilitate	your	
participation	(voting)	throughout	the	simulation	exercise.	

	
Session	Procedures	
	
a)	Roll	call	
A	roll	call	will	occur	at	the	beginning	your	session	(regional	bloc	or	plenary),	initiated	by	the	Chair.	Each	
delegate	will	respond	as	“present”	or	“present	and	voting”.	 If	a	delegate	 is	not	present	at	the	time	the	
Roll	call	is	taken,	the	delegate	is	expected	to	pass	a	note	to	the	Chair	once	they	arrive.	
	
b)	Quorum	
The	quorum	in	the	room	will	be	identified	by	the	Chair,	before	formal	debate	or	voting	procedure	begins.	
Quorum	is	defined	as	one-third	of	the	voting	members	of	the	session,	as	determined	by	the	roll	call	list.	
Any	delegate,	at	any	 time,	may	 request	verification	of	quorum.	The	Chair	will	 immediately	 rule	on	 the	
motion,	initiating	a	role	call	if	deemed	necessary.	Quorum	is	assumed	met	unless	it	is	shown	otherwise.	
	
Conduct	of	Proceedings	
	
c)	Motion	to	Open	Debate	
After	the	roll	call	and	quorum	is	identified	by	the	Chair,	a	motion	is	made	to	open	debate.	
Motions	 are	 essential	 to	progress	 a	 regional	 bloc	or	 plenary,	 as	 they	help	 to	 change	 the	 flow,	 format,	
suspension,	voting	or	closure	of	debate.	
	
d)	Speaker’s	List	
The	 Chair,	 asks	 delegates	 wishing	 to	 speak	 to	 raise	 their	 placards	 and	 creates	 a	 speaker’s	 list	 at	 the	
beginning	of	your	session.	Delegates	wishing	to	speak	must	be	recognized	by	the	speaker	and	added	to	
the	list.	Delegates	may	address	the	Chair	as	‘Honorable	Chair’	or	‘Mr	/	Madam	Chair’.	
	
The	speaker’s	list	is	then	closed.	If	you	wish	to	be	added	to	the	Speaker’s	List	after	this	point,	you	must	
send	a	note	to	the	Dais,	which	may	or	may	not	be	accepted,	depending	on	time	remaining.	
	
Once	the	debate	 is	opened,	delegates	may	motion	to	enter	a	moderated	or	unmoderated	caucus.	This	
motion	must	 include	the	topic	for	discussion,	a	time	limit	for	delegate	remarks	and	a	time	limit	for	the	
caucus	itself.	
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e)	Caucus	–	Moderated	or	Unmoderated	
	
Moderated	caucus	allows	delegates	to	thoroughly	unpack	a	topic	of	discussion	and	for	more	delegates	to	
speak	(within	a	shorter	time	frame),	without	the	formality	of	a	pre-assigned	speaker’s	list.	This	generates	
stimulating	 discussion	 and	 for	 clarification	 of	 delegate	 positions.	Delegates	must	 raise	 their	 placard	 to	
indicate	if	they	wish	to	speak,	and	must	wait	for	the	invitation	to	do	so	by	the	Chair,	without	interrupting	
others.	
	
Example	of	motion:	“The	delegate	for	The	Bahamas	moves	for	a	10-minute	moderated	caucus	with	a	1-
minute	 speaking	 time,	 for	 the	 purpose	 of	 [specific	 topic	 -	 i.e.	 addressing	 the	 importance	 of	 achieving	
universal	health	coverage	in	order	to	prevent	and	address	outbreaks	and	pandemics]”	
	
Once	 the	 time	 for	 the	 moderated	 caucus	 has	 expired,	 delegates	 may	 motion	 for	 extension	 of	 the	
moderated	 caucus	 or	 change	 to	 an	 unmoderated	 caucus,	 otherwise	 formal	 debate	 will	 automatically	
return,	and	a	new	Speaker’s	List	will	be	called	for.	
	
Unmoderated	caucus	allows	delegates	to	leave	their	seat,	form	groups,	and	support	informal	discussions,	
without	allocated	time	for	speakers.	This	can	be	useful	for	small	working	groups	to	delegate	tasks	such	as	
developing	 Working	 Papers	 &	 Draft	 Resolutions	 or	 to	 seek	 out	 Sponsors,	 Signatories	 and	 Stamps	 of	
Approval.	
	
Once	the	time	for	the	unmoderated	caucus	has	expired,	delegates	may	either	motion	for	an	extension	of	
the	unmoderated	caucus,	or	the	session	will	return	to	either	a	moderated	caucus	format	or	return	to	the	
Speaker’s	list.	
	
f)	Points	and	Other	Motions	
	
i)	 Points	 during	 the	 discussion	 of	 any	matter,	 a	 delegate	 is	 able	 to	 raise	 their	 placard	 for	 any	 of	 the	
following	Points:	

• Point	 of	 Personal	 Privilege	 =	 a	 matter	 of	 comfort,	 safety	 or	 wellbeing	 of	 the	 members	 of	
committee	 (including	 whether	 the	 delegate	 is	 able	 to	 adequately	 hear	 proceedings).	 This	 can	
interrupt	a	speaker	and	the	Chair	will	immediately	accept.		

• Point	 of	 Order	 =	 a	matter	 relating	 to	 the	 rules	 of	 procedure	 or	 the	 way	 in	 which	 the	 Chair	 is	
exercising	 their	 power.	 This	 can	 interrupt	 a	 speaker	 and	 the	 Chair	 will	 immediately	 consider	
accepting.	

• Point	 of	 Parliamentary	 Inquiry	 =	 a	matter	 relating	 to	 procedure,	which	 a	 delegate	may	 raise	 if	
there	is	no	discussion	on	the	floor.	This	cannot	interrupt	a	speaker.	

	
ii)	Other	Motions	
	
Motion	to	recess		
The	motion	to	recess	requires	no	debate	and	passes	on	a	simple	majority.	The	effect	of	the	motion	is	to	
suspend	the	meeting	of	the	session	until	the	next	regularly	scheduled	committee	session.		
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Motion	to	adjourn		
A	motion	for	adjournment	requires	a	simple	majority	to	pass,	and	is	 in	order	only	when	at	 least	one	of	
the	 following	conditions	has	been	met:	1.	The	committee	has	considered	every	 topic	on	 its	agenda,	2.	
There	remain	less	than	15	minutes	in	the	last	committee	session	of	the	day	
	
Motion	for	closure	of	the	debate		
Motions	for	closure	of	debate	requires	a	2/3	majority.	This	should	be	used	in	Plenary	only	when	all	draft	
resolutions	 have	 been	 presented	 and	 amendments	 have	 been	 completed,	 as	 it	 will	 put	 them	 to	
immediate	vote.	
	
g)	Order	of	Procedural	Motions		
The	motions	 below	 shall	 have	 precedence	 in	 the	 following	 order	 over	 all	 other	 proposals	 or	motions	
before	the	committee	and	may	interrupt	the	speaker:		
1.	Point	of	Personal	Privilege		
2.	Point	of	Order		
3.	Right	of	Reply		
	
All	other	points	shall	be	considered	in	the	order	they	are	made	or	at	the	chair’s	discretion.	
	
Speeches/Communication	Within	Sessions		
Once	you	have	permission	to	speak	from	the	Chair	and	have	completed	your	remarks,	you	may	consider	
the	following	actions:	
	
i)	Yields		
A	delegate	may	yield	their	remaining	(unused)	speaker	time:		

• To	the	Chair:	Returns	the	floor	to	the	Chair	and	discards	any	remaining	time.	This	 is	the	default	
and	will	be	assumed	if	you	do	not	specify	how	you	wish	to	yield	your	time.		

• To	questions:	Allows	1-2	delegates	 (selected	by	 the	Chair)	 to	ask	you	a	direct	question	and	you	
will	be	given	usually	30	seconds	to	respond	to	the	questions.		

• To	another	delegate:	Allows	another	delegate	(selected	by	you)	to	use	the	remainder	of	your	time	
to	make	a	speech.	

	
i)	Right	of	Reply		
A	 delegate	may	 ask	 for	 Right	 of	 Reply	 if	 they	 feel	 the	 delegate	who	 spoke	 immediately	 prior	 to	 them	
directly	attacked	either	them	or	the	dignity	of	their	motion.	If	the	Chair	grants	this	Right	of	Reply,	then	
the	delegate	may	respond	for	30	seconds	
	
j)	Written	Notes		
During	regional	blocs	and	moderated	caucuses,	delegates	cannot	informally	talk	between	themselves	or	
leave	 the	 room	to	visit	other	 regional	blocs.	However,	delegates	may	communicate	by	passing	written	
notes.		
	
These	notes	will	 be	 coordinated	by	 Pages	 (staff	members),	who	have	 freedom	of	movement	 between	
Regional	Blocs.	Notes	can	also	be	passed	to	Media	and	other	Non-State	Actors	(NGOs	and	Pharma).	They	
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can	be	used	to	arrange	 later	meetings	or	 interviews.	Notes	 to	 the	Dais	will	 typically	be	processed	by	a	
Vice	Chair	on	behalf	of	the	Chair.		
	
Please	hold	the	note	in	the	air	until	the	Page	has	an	opportunity	to	collect	it.	Ensure	the	note	is	folded,	
with	the	sender	and	recipient	clearly	labelled	(in	terms	of	their	role)	on	the	front.	
 
Articles	(Documents)	Used	in	Sessions	

	
a)	Working	Paper	
This	 is	 a	 document	 written	 that	 is	 essentially	 a	 list	 of	 main	 ideas	 and	 solutions	 to	 problems	 being	
discussed	 within	 your	 bloc.	 The	 goal	 is	 for	 Working	 Papers	 to	 eventually	 be	 submitted	 as	 Draft	
Resolutions	to	be	presented	at	Plenary.	
	
b)	Resolutions		
In	order	for	a	Working	Paper	to	be	submitted	to	the	Dais	 for	acceptance	as	a	Draft	Resolution,	 it	must	
have	2-3	Sponsors	and	a	minimum	of	1/5	Signatories:	either	1/5	of	Member	States	from	your	Regional	
Bloc,	if	the	paper	is	the	work	of	one	Regional	Bloc	OR	1/5	of	Member	States	from	the	Committee,	If	the	
paper	is	the	work	of	more	than	one	Regional	Bloc.	
	
c)	Sponsors		
Responsible	Member	States	who	led	the	creation	of	the	Working	Paper	and	who	will	present	(if	accepted	
as	a	Draft	Resolution)	to	Plenary.	Sponsors	will	vote	in	favour	of	their	paper.	
	
d)	Signatories		
Signatories	were	not	necessarily	involved	in	the	writing	the	Working	Paper,	but	wish	to	see	it	debated	at	
Plenary.	 They	 do	 not	 have	 to	 fully	 agree	with	 the	 contents	 of	 the	 paper.	 Signatories	 can	 be	Member	
States	from	one	regional	bloc	or	members	from	the	full	Committee.	
	
e)	Stamps	of	Approval		
Delegates	may	 seek	 stamps	 of	 approval	 from	Non-State	 Actors	 to	 demonstrate	 the	 feasibility	 of	 their	
Resolution	
	
f)	Clauses	
Draft	Resolutions	must	include	clauses,	which	are	terms	that	are	descriptive	or	action	oriented	in	nature.	
	
Preambulatory	 Clauses	 are	 included	 in	 the	 first	 section	 of	 your	 draft	 resolution.	 They	 are	 descriptive,	
contextual	clauses	commonly	used	to	provide	background	information	(of	the	problems	identified	by	the	
Sponsors/Signatories),	 acknowledgements	 and/or	 reference	 to	 past	 agreements/resolutions	 of	 the	
United	 Nations	 or	 World	 Health	 Organization.	 These	 are	 less	 significant	 than	 operative	 clauses	 and	
cannot	be	amended,	so	they	are	usually	brief.		
	
Operative	 Clauses	 are	 active	 clauses	 that	 can	 set	 policy,	 make	 decisions	 and	 create	 legally	 binding	
agreements	 (solutions)	 upon	 Committee	 Members.	 These	 are	 more	 significant	 than	 perambulatory	
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clauses	and	can	be	amended,	so	they	constitute	the	vast	majority	of	any	resolution	and	will	occupy	most	
of	the	Committee’s	debate	time.	
	
g)	Amendments		
Amendments	 are	 requests	 to	 clarify	 or	 change	 a	 draft	 resolution	 before	 it	 is	 voted	 upon	 as	 a	 final	
resolution.		
	
When	an	amendment	is	proposed,	they	can	take	the	form	of	a	“friendly”	or	“unfriendly”	amendment	(as	
determined	by	the	Sponsors).	
	
Friendly	amendments	are	immediately	applied	to	the	draft	resolution,	as	it	can	be	adopted	automatically	
if	 all	 Sponsors	 agree.	 Unfriendly	 amendments	 are	 not	 applied	 until	 a	 debate	 for	 and	 against	 the	
amendment	has	taken	place	and	a	vote	conducted.	
	
Acceptable	amendments	take	the	form	of:		

- Addition	of	word/phrase		
- Deletion	of	word/phrase		
- Combination	of	addition	and	deletion	of	word/phrase		

	
Unacceptable	amendments	take	the	form	of:		

- Amendment	of	perambulatory	clauses		
- Amendments	that	change	the	nature	or	intent	of	the	entire	resolution		
- Amendments	to	amendments	are	out	of	order	

	
Voting	

	
a)	Methods	of	Decisions		
All	procedural	decisions,	with	the	exception	of	the	motion	for	closure	of	debate,	are	made	with	a	simple	
majority	 of	 present	 delegates	 (50+1%).	 Delegates	 cannot	 abstain	 on	 procedural	 motions.	 Procedural	
decisions	include	entering	or	closing	a	caucus,	decisions	on	draft	resolutions	and	amendments.	
	
b)	Voting	Rights		
All	Member	State	Representatives	present	during	the	roll	call	at	the	start	of	a	session	are	granted	voting	
rights	with	one	vote	(Yes,	No	or	Abstain).	Non	State	Actors	(NGOs,	Pharma,	Media)	do	not	have	voting	
rights.	
	
c)	Conduct	During		
Voting	Procedure	Once	the	Chair	has	announced	voting	on	draft	resolutions,	no	delegates	may	enter	or	
leave	the	room.	The	only	means	by	which	an	 interruption	of	this	process	can	occur	are	with	a	Point	of	
Personal	 Privilege,	 Order	 or	 Parliamentary	 Inquiry,	 but	 it	 must	 relate	 to	 the	 conduct	 of	 voting.	 No	
communication	is	allowed	between	delegates	during	voting.	
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d)	Methods	of	Voting		
Delegates	must	vote	by	 raising	 their	placards.	 If	a	 secret	vote	 is	 requested,	and	 the	Chair	accepts,	 this	
may	be	carried	out.	However,	voting	is	typically	done	in	an	open	manner.		
	
Resolutions	are	passed	if	they	reach	a	simple	majority	and	rejected	if	they	do	not.	A	motion	will	fail	if	the	
vote	is	a	tie.	Abstentions	should	not	cause	a	motion	to	fail.		
Adapted	from:	LonWHO.	
 
Resolution	Terminology	
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PARISWHO 2015 !
Reg iona l  B lock :  As ia  Reg ion !
Top ic :  “Code of Conduct for Regulating the Distribution of Drugs”!
Sponsors : Lao, Vietnam, New Zealand!
S ignator ies : Fiji, Thailand, Singapore, Myanmar, China, Democratic Republic of Korea, Japan, Indonesia, Turkey, and Luxemburg!
Humani tar ian  Index  Score : 16.67%!
!
The General Assembly,!
!
Recognizing that drug distribution impacts the accessibility and affordability of drugs in the Asian block,!
!
Aware of the role of drug distribution in providing quality drugs to all income levels of the population,!
!
Recalling the basic right to health (UN, 1948, Article 25),!
!
Convinced that the global community has a role in regulating the quality and affordability of drug entering countries,!
!
Affirming the government’s role in implementing appropriate policies to regulate drug distribution!
!
Commending the efforts by the WHO State Members to coordinate and collaborate in joint efforts in addition to foreign 
involvement to address issues surrounding drug distribution,!
!
!
Urges pharmaceutical companies manufacturing generic drugs to aid in subsidizing and collaborating in the provision of 
affordable and quality drugs;!
!
Calls on the governments to construct a national governing body that oversees drug distribution!
and import of internationally recognized legitimate drugs;!
!
Further calls on the government to enforce anti-fraud policies and monitoring by designated!
bodies to improve transparency in the drug market;!
!
Requests governing bodies to enforce national standards for pharmacies (private and public) as well as licensing agreements 
that require annual review for renewal;!
!
Urges governing bodies to enforce price controlling mechanisms to ensure affordability of quality drugs;!
!
Encourages governing bodies to accredit pharmaceutical companies and distributing branches that meet national standards;!
!
Encourages governments to initiate public awareness campaigns to improve consciousness of health concerns associated with 
non-accredited drugs in rural areas;!
!
Further encourages governments to expand public health officials in rural areas and incentivizing pharmacies to operate in 
rural areas;!
!
Requests implementation of penalties for general involvement in black market distribution of drugs and!
counterfeit drugs;!

Preambulatory,Clauses!

Operative,Clauses,!

Resolution Example: Paris World Health Organization 
Simulation (ParisWHO - 2015)
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!
Further requests governments to provide protection for whistle blowers to improve detection of black market distribution of 
drugs and counterfeit drugs;!
!
Urges governments to seek foreign aid and to allocate greater budgetary funds to subsidize pharmaceutical companies to 
encourage provision of affordable drugs;!
!
Encourages pharmaceutical companies manufacturing generic brand drugs and countries in positions capable of offering 
foreign aid to cooperate with countries with dominant black market drug distribution.!


